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Veteran Sandy Beach activists hail move by state to reclassify embattled coastal lands to conservation.

Land Use Commission to hear petition for reclassification

Thursday, April 8, at 9:30 am

Conference room 406

Leiopapa A. Kamehameha Building

235 South Beretania St., Honolulu

Since 1981, O’ahu citizens have continually organized to defend the wild natural character and scenic splendor of the southeastern tip of O’ahu. The first threat was a resort hotel and golf course planned at Queen’s Beach. Then, in 1987, the threat was a residential development directly opposite Sandy Beach Park.  

Now, 29 years later, the state is about to formalize the protected status of 215 acres of the Ka ‘Iwi Scenic Shoreline State Park by reclassifying it on the land-use maps from “State Urban District” to “State Conservation District.” The change is being requested by the state’s Office of Planning, which will present its petition to the Land Use Commission at the April 8 public hearing. The Commission has not said when it will vote on the reclassification petition, though it may do so at the April 8 meeting. 

“It’s a nice symbolic end to a decades’ long struggle,” said attorney and former Sandy Beach Coalition member David Frankel. Longtime Coalition leader and spokesman Phil Esterman who has since said the expected reclassification guarantees the integrity of the entire Koko Head-to-Makapu’u coast, and “reflects the will of the people and the spirit of aloha aina.” Esterman spent the last five years helping shape and mentor key members of the Ka Iwi Coalition who pledge to stay vigilante and ensure the mountainside of the Ka Iwi coast remains unspoiled and in its wild natural state. 
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