
TheuncertainfutureofKamilonuiValley
WhenyouroundthebendwhereHawaiiKai

Driveendsandblinktwice,youleavethesprawl-
ing suburbsbehind.It is suddenlyquiet,rural.
Thisis whatyouimaginevast,remoteHawaii
Kaifelt likebackin thedaybeforeHenryKaiser
implementedhisvisionfor residentialdevelop-
me~t. Beforedairyfarmsandpiggerieswere

systematicallyreplacedwith roads,housing,
schools,andbusinesses.Thisparticular87-acre
section,KamilonuiValley,wasto remainagri-
cultural. It waspartof theplan. Kamilonui
Valley,thelastvestigeof ruralEastHonolulu,
waspartof thepromise.

RichardandJudyNii haveworkedtheirsix-
acrelot in KaruilonuiValleysince1969."Turn
left atthecoconuttreeandcheckoutourpoin-
settias,"RichardNii grins, "we've got thou-
sandsof themgoing!" R. & S. Nii Nursery
employsfour faruily membersandsix others
fulltime,andtheygroweverykindof greenery
tobeautifyyourhomeor landscapein anycor-
nerof our island. It's hard,rewardingwork.
Richardtells with greatpleasurethe storyof
introducingacity girl to thedelightof herrust
lilikoi rightoff thevine. Judywouldnottrade
theagriculturallifestylefor anyofficejob and
"can't thinkof abetterwayto raisekids."

TheNiis arestill youngandtheir children
havesomeinterestin takingoverthenursery.
Thatisnotthecasefor all thirteenleaseholders

thatmakeuptheKaruilonuiFarmCooperative,
faruilieswhohaveprovidedfruits,vegetables,
andplantsto thelocalmarketfor generations..
Severalwanttoselloutandretire.Theseelderly
farmers- understandably- want the best
valuefor alifetimeof work.

Enter uber-developerStanfordCarr,who
seeUncertain,page12
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presentedaproposaltolandownerKamehameha
SchoolsBishopEstate(KSBE) to paveover
KamilonuiValley farms andbuild 200 new
houses,with(verbalonly)promisesofatempt-
ingcashsettlementandnewhomein thesub-
divisionfor eachfamily.

Accordingtotheirleaseagreementswith KSBE,

100percentofco-opmembersmustagreetosell
theirleaseinterest.Althoughthemediamade
muchof thesplit amongthe thirteenfamilies
consideringthisdeal,JudyNii explainsthefami-

ng tip anew company?
Irporate, get new lD No's, and
t'our taxes.
)sre"t1le, and apply for S".Corp

ble rates. Call us for a quote!

aiPs Premier Accounting Company

liesarecloseandeachrespectstheintegrityand
perspectiveof the others. Theycanagreeto
disagree,butultimatelytheyactasone.KSBE
claimstotakenoposition;encouragingthefarm-
erstomaketheirowndecisioIJ.

Thefarmersarenotin thisalone. EnterLiv-
ableHawaiiKai Hui,agroupof concernedciti-
zenspromoting"sensiblegrowth,respectfor the

in KamilonuiValleyandreportsthatatleastfor
nowthewolf hasretreatedfromthedoor.

"ElizabethReillyandtheHui hasexactlythe
right idea,"saysTomYamabe,oneof theold-
timeValleyleaseholdersandformerexecutive
secretaryfor theFarmBureau.Hehasseenthe
transformationof EastHonolulufromthevery
beginningandbelievesthebalanceenvisioned

land" who recognizethe farmers'futureulti-
matelyeffectseveryresidentinHawaiiKai. The
destructionof KamilonuiValleyasan agricul-
turaloasiswouldmeanincreasedtrafficconges-
tio~, sewageissues,parkinghassles,andthe
irreplaceablelossof a uniqueopenspaceand
watershedthat conhibutessubstantiallyto the
qualityof life in thearea.

Hui presidentElizabethReilly expertlybuilt
aneffectivedefenseandralliedthecommunity
behindthefarmerstostopfurtfierdevelopment.
CouncilmemberCharlesDjoupushedaresolu-
tionthroughCityCouncilsupportingagriculture

bytheoriginalplannersshouldbehonored."I am
notagainstdevelopment."hesays,"butthecom-
munitymuststandupagainstoverdevelopment,
andnotJustin HawaiiKai,butthroughoutOahu,
and throughoutthe state." He explainsthat
Hawaii'speculiarsystemofpowerfllllargeland-
holderscontrollingthefateof thousandscanbe
influencedonly throughstrongpublicopposi-
tion. "KamilonuiValleyshouldbeheldin agri-
cultureinperpetuity,"hesays."A well-planned
communitybringsbenefitstoeveryone."

Thelargerissueremains,saysReilly. "Any
developernowwouldhavetochangetheUrban
GrowthBoundary[assetupuntil2020intheEast
HonoluluSustainableCommunitiesplan],and
changezoning. Jumpingthroughthosehoops
wouldbealonghaul."TheNii'sseetheadvances
ofStanfordCarrasminorcomparedtotheuncer-
tainties they face when their lease with
KamehamehaSchoolsBishopEstatecomesup
for re-negotiationin 201O.

"The big challengefor the communityis
probably in 2()20,"saysJudy Nii, "but the
struggleto preservethefamilyfarmisNOw."
Shesaysthattheycannotmakeanydecisions
abouttheir futurewith the uncertaintyof the
lease're-negotiationhoveringoverthem. Her
fearis thattheleaserentwillgoupsohighthey
will be forced to moveout anywayandget
nothing. Farmersmusthaveinexpensiveland
to survive.Doesthelandownercare?

"Wewanttobelievethatthelandownerrecog-
nizesthatasustainablecommunityrequiresbal-
anceanddiversity,thatthereisvaluefarbeyond
moneyin the naturalbeauty.andlivabilityof
HawaiiKai," saysElizabethReilly.

Sheencouragesinvolvementanddiligenceon
thepartof all HawaiiKillresidentsto keepthe
pressureon. Whenyou see the manybountiful
Chr.istmasfloraldisplaysthis season,shesays,
rememberthatthepoinsettiascamenotfromMexico
orfTrm,hePhilippinesbutfrorryourneighhorsin
KamilonmValley.whose;;"es buff", prese"ve
protectandbringenjoymenttv yomown


