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COFFEE
SUMMIT
Join Rep.Ward
for a talk story
session on
Tues, Feb 5
at 6:00pm
at Outback
Steakhouse in
Hawaii Kai

FLOATING BOAT RAMPS SET TO BE INSTALLED
IN NEAR FUTURE
On January 4, Representative Ward and Senator Chang were notified by the Division of
Boating and Ocean Recreation (DOBOR) that the launch ramp at Maunalua Bay would
be condemned that day. A staunch supporter of the Bay, Rep. Ward joined Senator
Chang in requesting $550,000 for the DLNR to plan, design, and construct a new boat
ramp. For questions about the ramp, please contact DOBOR at 587-1966.

REP WARD FIGHTS FOR
CROSSWALK ON
HAWAII KAI DRIVE
BEER
SUMMIT
Guest speaker:
Join us on Thurs,
Feb 7 to speak
with Governor
Ige’s new
Chief of Staff
and Senior
Advisor Ford
Fuchigami
for all things
government
related!

Following the first pedestrian death of
2019 near the site of the crosswalk
removed on Hawaii Kai Drive, Representative Ward immediately wrote to
Mayor Caldwell urging the reinstatement
of the crosswalk that was removed in May
of 2018. “The crosswalk’s removal has
become a safety hazard for our residents, encouraging jaywalking on a very
busy street in Hawaii Kai,” he wrote.
“...Our constituents deserve better than
this.” Representative Ward sends his
deepest condolences to Mr. Ur Rhaman’s
family.
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LET THE SESSION BEGIN
The 30th Legislature
of the State of Hawaii
opened on Wednesday,
January 16 at the Hawaii
State Capitol. As the
newly elected Minority
Leader, Representative
Ward spoke following the
speech of Speaker Scott
Saiki and outlined the
role of the House
Minority as the “Loyal
Opposition,” spoke for
the need to stand up for
the people Frank Fasi
referred to as “the Little
Guy,” expressed his commitment to work with his
colleagues for the betterment of Hawaii’s people,
and sought to always
disagree without being
disagreeable.

Introducing: The 2019
House District 17 Session Staff
Representative Ward is proud to introduce this
year’s staff to assist in managing the needs of
Hawaii Kai during the 2019 Legislative Session!
Joining him for a fourth Session is Garvin Chun,
who will be handling his legislative research and
community concerns.
Mike Goodman of the Hawaii Kai Homeless
Task Force will continue his work in the office to
find creative, holistic solutions to end Hawaii’s
homeless crisis.
Joining the office for his first LegislativeSession
is Diamond Garcia. A native of the Waianae
Coast, Diamond is excited to serve the people of
East Honolulu and will also manage constituent
concerns, policy research, and communications.
Get to know them by stopping by in Room 318!

This year, Rep. Ward
introduced legislation
that will lead Hawaii into
the future, including HB
1185, which will establish
an Artificial Intelligence
Task Force to analyze the
integration of AI into
Hawaii’s economy and
government operations.
In addition to an AI Task
Force, Rep. Ward
re-introduced HB 1183,
which will authorize the
operation of driverless
cars for testing purposes
in the State of Hawaii.
As promised to the
Hawaii Kai community,

Rep. Ward introduced
HB 1570, which will
require the Department
of Transportation to
study Hawaii’s most
dangerous crosswalks
and install safety
features, such as LED
lights and reflectors, in
those areas.
“After such a tragic year
of pedestrian fatalities,
it’s time for us to bring
common sense solutions
to keep pedestrians in
Hawaii safe,” said Rep.
Ward.
Finally, Rep. Ward and
the Minority Caucus
introduced a bill
package entitled
“Calling All Kama’aina.”
The focus of this package
is to help local residents
cultivate better futures
and mitigate Hawaii’s
“Brain Drain.”
Most notably, Rep.
Ward and the caucus
introduced the HB 605,
dubbed the “Kama’aina
Come Home Act.” The
bill will help qualified
returning local college
and graduate school
graduates afford a down
payment on a home by
using tax revenue from
Real Estate Investment
Trusts (REITs).
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2019 Legislative Survey Results

NEW YEAR, NEW LAWS - 2019
COMMUNITY COLLEGE PROMISE PROGRAM

This law establishes the University of Hawaii Community College Promise Program to provide
scholarships for qualified students enrolled at any community college within the University of
Hawaii system.

EXTENDED TERMS FOR NEGLIGENT HOMICIDE

This law authorizes the courts to impose an extended term of imprisonment for an offender who
is convicted of negligent homicide in the first degree and did not remain at the scene of the crime
and render reasonable assistance to an injured person.

RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDES

This law requires all users of restricted use pesticides to report to the Department of Agriculture
(DOA) and prohibits the use of pesticides containing chlorpyrifos as an active ingredient.
Additionally, restricted use pesticide is prohibited on or within 100 feet of a school during normal
school hours.

PASSING AND OVERTAKING BICYCLISTS

This law requires a minimum of three feet between the right side of the driver’s vehicle and the left
side of the bicyclist when the driver of the vehicle is passing and overtaking a bicycle proceeding in
the same direction.

ABANDONED VEHICLES

This law requires the counties to take into custody any abandoned vehicle on a public road within
ten business days. This also amends the conditions that constitute a derelict vehicle and allows
abandoned vehicles to be disposed of by public auction.

SERVICE ANIMALS

This law establishes a civil penalty for knowingly misrepresenting an animal as a service animal and
conforms Hawaii law with the definition of “service animal” under the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990.

MOPED REGISTRATION

This law imposes a maximum fine of $100 to moped owners who fail to comply with moped
registration requirements.

EMPLOYMENT SALARY HISTORY

This law prohibits prospective employers from requesting or considering a job applicant’s wage
or salary history as part of an employment application process or compensation offer. This law
also prohibits wage secrecy and retaliation or discrimination against employees who disclose,
discuss, or inquire about their own or coworkers’ wages.

OUR CARE, OUR CHOICE

This law establishes a regulated process under which an adult resident of the State with a
medically confirmed terminal disease and less than six months to live may choose to obtain a
prescription for medication to end the patient’s life. Additionally, it imposes criminal sanctions
for tampering with a patient’s request for a prescription or coercing a patient to request a
prescription.

MOTORCYCLES

This law authorizes the Department of Transportation under certain conditions to designate
shoulders upon which the Department may authorize the driving of motorcycles.

COORDINATED STATEWIDE HOMELESS INITIATIVE

This law provides funds for the Coordinated Statewide Homeless Initiative and requires the
Department of Human Services to hire a master contractor to begin work and manage services
provided by the initiative.

OHANA ZONES

This law establishes the Ohana Zones Pilot Program, the Emergency Department Homelessness
Assessment Pilot Program, and the Medical Respite Pilot Program.

